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South Korea ferry accident

CHINA
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KOREA
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heading to Ship sank
the resort Wednesday | 5km
island —— island
Timeline
100 (local time) 10 11
Initial distress Co.lt%uud First Coastguard Rescues Coastguard
signal issued ships, helicopters  helicopter  photo shows  take place picture shows
start arriving rescues ongoing from overtumed only front en
tilted helicop side i of up d
% to 60 degrees rescue from betwe ship

on
\uptumed side | 10:00 and 10:23

SOURCE SOUTH KOREA COAST GUARD & SOUTH KOREA MEDIA STRAITS TIMES GRAPHIC ADAFTED FROM AFP
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1.IMO g;iﬁa‘w iR
Minute’s silence observed by IMO Legal
Committee for Sewol accident victims

Briefing : 14> April 28 » 2014



Observing silence for Sewol victims. Left to right :  Mr.
Koji Sekimizu > Secretary-General -  IMO; Mr. Kofi Mbiah
(Ghana) - Chairman - Legal Committee; Mr. Gaetano
Librando » Secretary of Legal Committee and Acting
Director - Legal Affairs and External Relations Division >
IMO.

Delegates to IMO’s Legal Committee observed a
minute’s silence today (28 April 20214) to demonstrate their
compassion for the victims of the tragic accident involving
the ferry Sewol on 16 April 2014.

During his opening address to the Legal Committee
(the first IMO Committee to meet since the Sewol tragedy)
IMO Secretary-General Koji Sekimizu expressed his hope
that IMO would be informed of the outcome of the casualty
investigation to find the causes of the Sewol incident > and »
in particular > any findings to suggest the need for
improvements in safety standards and recommendation
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Referring to the fact that there had been a number of
accidents involving domestic ferries in developing countries
in recent years and> under the Technical Cooperation Progr s
already established by IMO - if the casualty investigation
were to reveal the need for such action at the international
level.amme > IMO has a specific project on domestic ferry
safety » Mr. Sekimizu further stated - “I have the opinion
that the time has now come for IMO to step forward to take
action to improve the safety of passenger ships carrying
hundreds of the general public - regardless of the nature of
their voyage » whether domestic or international. Only IMO
can take such action.”

His words came in the wake of the Sewol tragedy -
which took place in the Republic of Korea nearly two weeks
ago » with considerable loss of life. In the immediate
aftermath of the accident » Mr. Sekimizu wrote to the
Ambassador of the Republic of Korea to convey the
profound sympathy and compassion of the Organization to
the families - friends and colleagues of victims. Now he has
called for the membership to unite behind a new policy
direction to help prevent a recurrence of such incidents in the
future.
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